Take Part and Have Your Say

Have you been to the Open Meetings arranged by Area Management
in West Accrington? More than 40 people came to each of the two
meetings which have already taken place, where topics discussed
included
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Greening West Accrington
Phoenix 2
Public Open Spaces

In this edition ...

Find out when the next one is from the Neighbourhood Management
office on Hyndburn Road (opposite Hyndburn Park School). Come
along and take part in the debates about how your area is improving
and what still needs to be done.
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Page 2 Proposed Cuts in Government Spending
Selective Landlord Licensing

GREENING WEST ACCRINGTON

Phoenix 2 NEW HOMES SOON FOR PHOENIX!

Blackburn Road will soon become a tree lined avenue with splashes of colour provided by blossom trees, daffodils
and wild flowers.

Thanks to a great deal of hard work by people at

lﬁ“n Pnrl the Council, the builders Keepmoat Ltd, Great

Places Housing Group and the Government’s
Homes & Communities Agency, the Phoenix de-

Work has started on the vacant land east of the Acorn Centre. The theme for the site is the provision of green open |
spaces for all manner of informal recreational uses, whilst the frontage to Blackburn Road will provide a colourful AR

vista for both residents and visitors. In summary there will be:- L velopment has weathered the credit crunch and
. an avenue-style line of blossom trees planted along Blackburn Road construction on the first phase has now started.
. daffodil and wild flower planting on the embankment behind the trees 5 h . i he Church f
. decorative art panels to Blackburn Road in front of the Sacred Heart site 8 S Wl I being built at the C ure .end °
: U P the Project Phoenix redevelopment site, which has
. meandering grass walkways between shaped mounds and large stone boulders T - T ey
. informal seating areas 0] e '
ORI There will be houses with 2, 3 or 4 bedrooms and

Artists, commissioned 2 bedroom bungalows to buy, with a small number

R S
A much larger plan is available to view at the i

Neighbourhood Management Office
on Hyndburn Road, opposite Hyndburn Park School

by Eaves Brook, will

. be working with local

schools to create the

decorative art panels.

The first part of the
scheme could be
completed by the end
of summer. All the
work to be done on
the Phoenix 2 site is
temporary, to make
the area attractive
and useful pending
the building of new
houses once the
housing market has
recovered.

Funding has has
been provided by
Regenerate Pennine
Lancashire, via the
Housing Market
Renewal programme,
and  Groundwork
Pennine Lancashire
is doing the designs
and will supervise the
work.

If you require this information in a different format, for example large print,

available for rent. The first new homes are ex-
pected to be ready later this year, in the Autumn.
The phase will be completed by Spring next year.

Homes will be available to buy from Keepmoat Ltd,
and to rent from Great Places Housing Associa-
tion.

2 bedroom houses and bungalows will cost from £109,995, with 3 bedroom houses at £132,995
and 4 bedroom houses from £145,995.

For details of plots available and more information on sizes and prices at Acorn Park call Keepmoat on 07837 387422
or visit their website at http://www.keepmoathomes.co.uk
To enquire about renting please contact Great Places on 0845 850 1966

Acorn Park takes shape

A Show House, on the cor-
ner of Newark Street and
Blackburn Road, near the
Acorn Health Centre, will be
ready in July.

The Show House.
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nears completlon

REGENERATION & HOUSING MARKET RENEWAL ENQUIRIES
CHRIS TAYLOR tel. 01254 380147
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audio or in different languages please let us know.




PROPOSED CUTS IN GOVERNMENT SPENDING

The new Government has announced that it is to reduce funding to a number of national programmes, including the
Housing Market Renewal (HMR) Programme. HMR provides the money for the current regeneration projects in West
Accrington and is required for implementing projects from the East Accrington masterplan.

The amount of money the Government is providing for the national HMR programme this year is expected to be re-
duced by at least 20%, but whether this will apply evenly to all the HMR areas in England has not been made clear
yet. The future of HMR beyond 2010/11 is also unclear.

Until the Council knows how much money will be available to Hyndburn it is not possible to make decisions about
HMR regeneration projects in both West and East Accrington, although we are preparing projects ready for when the
amount of funding has been confirmed.

The Government has announced that there will be an Emergency Budget on 22 June. At that time the Council ex-
pects to learn more about how this year’'s HMR allocation will be affected.

The Chief Executive of Regenerate Pennine Lancashire (formerly Elevate), supported by the Council’s Managing Di-
rector, is putting the case to the Government that Pennine Lancashire still requires major regeneration investment and
that reducing it by such a large amount as 20% could undo much of the progress already made and delay much-
needed regeneration activity. Pennine Lancashire was recently categorised by the Homes & Communities Agency as
being an area most in need of continuing public investment, together with three other pathfinder areas.

We will provide more information as soon as the position is clearer.

SELECTIVE LANDLORD LICENSING

The Council’'s Selective Landlord Licensing Scheme is now being implemented. The aim of the scheme is to improve
the standards of management of privately rented property and thus also to improve its image. Below is an extract from
the rules of the scheme.

o Within the designated area, any owner who wishes to let a property must have a licence for every dwelling let.

e The designated area covers West Accrington, Church, Peel, East Accrington, Woodnook, and the area around the
Victoria Hospital.

e The scheme will last for five years and comes into operation on 1% October 2010. By then a licence must have
been issued or an application made to the Council.

o Each licence is specific to a particular dwelling and licence holder.

e Licence holders must be “fit and proper persons” which means that the Council will take account of any convictions
for offences in respect of managing property.

e Licence holders must manage their tenancies effectively, taking all possible actions to prevent and deal with any
evidenced criminal or anti-social behaviour by their tenants.

e Licensed properties must be maintained in a a safe hazard-free condition with repairs carried out properly and
quickly, and periodic gas and electricity safety checks.

e Licences have to be renewed annually.

o The licence fee for a dwelling is £100 per annum, or (for 2010/11) £95 if the application is received before 31st
August 2010.

e The licence fee will be reviewed annually.
e The penalty for not having a licence is a fine of up to £20,000

Please note that this is only a very brief summary of the scheme.

Full details are available from the Council tel. (01254) 380619 or 380238.

WEST ACCRINGTON AREA MANAGEMENT

Environmental Top Five

The public decided - we asked at the first open meeting what
small-but-important environmental improvements people would
like to see in West Accrington.

We agreed on a Top 5 which included the Church Street Gar- ™
den, the Lupin Road Community Garden and the Henry Sfreef1

notice board.

Here are before and after pictures of some of these places

Snooker Youngsters win Regional Award

YNOT Snooker Youth Club won the regional POP (Problem Oriented
Partnerships) Award on 21st April. The judges gave us excellent feed-
back on the project and were really impressed with the partnership work
going on in Hyndburn.

The Paul Hunter snooker youth club has been running for just over a
year now and is going extremely well. The snooker club has secured
almost £10,000 in funding, including £2352 from the Youth Opportunity
Fund, thanks to a group of young people from the snooker club writing
their own funding bid and making a presentation to the Board.

The club was also featured on BBC2’s Snooker Grand Prix for the sec-
ond time on 9th October last year.

Drama Group — “The Knock-On Effect”

Neighbourhood Management and partners YOT, LCC and the
police recently worked with local young people to devise a piece
of theatre showing how bullying, knife crime, exam stress, teen-
age pregnancy etc. are perceived and how alcohol and drugs
affect these issues.

Workshops involving 13-16 year olds were arranged, to focus on
these subjects, what their effect is and what the consequences
could be and have been.

Afterwards the young people gave a performance open to the
community. This was filmed and will be used as a training re-
source for all local agencies involved with young people.

Preserving Heritage for the Future

A recent Open Day attracted volunteers willing
to be interviewed for the Preserving Asian Heri-
tage Project. This aims to record the stories of
the first Asian people to come to Hyndburn in
the 1950's and 60's.

The volunteers will be asked about their first
memories of Hyndburn when they arrived, as
well as about what life was like back in the land
of their birth. Eventually a book will be produced
from the anecdotes and recollections of the vol-
unteers. Universities in Leeds and Essex will
store the material in their archives for posterity.

Volunteers "signing up"” to share their memories
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