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Caution: This message was sent from outside of Hyndburn. Only click links or open attachments from trusted and recognised senders.

Dear Ms. Van Sylvan
Thank you for your email regarding Cut Wood, Rishton.

Cut Wood, Rishton, Hyndburn was identified as ancient woodland as part of the Ancient Woodland Inventory Update Project for
England. The revised dataset for Lancashire was delivered under contract to Natural England (NE) in 2024 and published in January
2025. As a result of queries raised by Hyndburn Borough Council in June 2025 Natural England has now reviewed the evidence for
this site.

Evidence in support of the site as ancient woodland consists of presence on maps and aerial images dating back to 1840 (OS
Drawing) as well as 40 ancient woodland vascular plants (AWVPs) recorded in the 1 km grid square. However, the site is not
recorded as woodland on the 1786 county map by William Yates which is evidence against the site being ancient woodland. It
should also be noted that the site is named as a plantation on the Ordnance Survey First Series (Epoch 1) map. Whilst this suggests
the woodland is not ancient it can be the case that woods named as plantations and showing both broadleaved and conifer
symbology in this period are ancient woodlands into which conifers have been planted.

Yates’ 1786 map represents a significant milestone in the cartographic history of Lancashire, being recognised as the most accurate

survey of Lancashire available in the late 18th century with Yates receiving a gold medal from the Society of Arts for his efforts. The
map shows an area of unenclosed land as well as an area with no symbology north of Blackburn Road in the vicinity of the present
day Cut Wood and Rishton Reservoir. The symbology of the uncultivated area is identified as moorland in analysis of the Yates map
by Harley (1962). Although an accurate and detailed map of its time, 1 inch to 1 mile county maps of this period must be interpreted
carefully. Apparent absence of woods (that are visible on later and larger scale surveys) on this type of map can rarely be safely
interpreted as evidence of absence of the wood and should not be relied on (Sansum 2018). In Wealden, Kent, a landscape with
many small woods, (Macnair and Williamson 2011) found that a relatively low proportion of woods smaller than two hectares in size
are shown on the 2 inch scale map of Andrews, Dury and Herbert produced in 1769. Omission of woods can be demonstrated using
contemporary estate maps. In this case the wood at that time, if in existence would have exceeded 4 hectares, both its size and
location next to the main road suggest it would have been recognised and that it is likely to have been included if present.

1786 Yates County Map of Lancashire with approximate location of Cut Wood highlighted in yellow.
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The presence of 40 AWVPs is unusually high and if accurate would indicate that the site is ancient woodland. NE have examined
the survey evidence and concluded that the number of AWVPs that can be reasonably attributed to the site, rather than its 1 km
square is much lower. Of the 796 botanical records (including some duplicate records) that relate to the 1 km square, only 50 are
confirmed as being from the Cut Wood area. These being 46 records from Cut Lane which is the eastern boundary of the site and a
further 4 records derived from a 100m x 100m square in the south-east corner of the site. AWVPs are identified in The Wild Flower
Key by F.Rose (2006). The Rose lists of AWVPs are widely recognised as being an important tool for identifying ancient woodland.
Of the 50 botanical records for the site, six are included in the Rose lists as AWVPs. Two of the species (Holly and Hazel) are so
common that they are not reliable indicators of ancient woodland and a third species is only considered to indicate ancient woodland
in Somerset. This leaves a total of 3 AWVPs. Three is not a significant number of AWVPs and as such does not support a
classification of ancient woodland.

In conclusion, the evidence currently available to Natural England does not support the site as ancient woodland and Natural
England will now remove the site from the Ancient Woodland Inventory at the next opportunity.
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Yours sincerely

Natural England
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Consultation Service
Natural England, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester, U.K., WR5 2NP
Email: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk

www.gov.uk/natural-england

Thriving Nature

for people and planet ey

We strongly recommend using the SSSI Impact Risk Zones (SSSI IRZs) to decide when to consult Natural England on
development proposals that might affect a SSSI. The SSSI IRZs tool is quick and simple to use and gives instant planning
advice as a formal consultation response in certain circumstances and can reduce unnecessary delays in the planning
process.

Natural England offers two chargeable services - the Discretionary Advice Service, which provides pre-application and
post-consent advice on planning/licensing proposals to developers and consultants, and the Pre-submission Screening
Service for European Protected Species mitigation licence applications. These services help applicants take appropriate
account of environmental considerations at an early stage of project development, reduce uncertainty, the risk of delay
and added cost at a later stage, whilst securing good results for the natural environment.

For further information on the Discretionary Advice Service see here
For further information on the Pre-submission Screening Service see here

From: Vikki Van Sylvan

Sent: 01 July 2025 11:06

To: 'Nicholas.Armstrong@naturalengland.org.uk' <Nicholas.Armstrong@naturalengland.org.uk>

Cc: 'consultations@naturalengland.org.uk' <consultations@naturalengland.org.uk>; Thomas Jackson <Thomas.Jackson@hyndburnbc.gov.uk>;
Adam Birkett <Adam.Birkett@hyndburnbc.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Land east of Cut Land Rishton, Hyndburn, Lancashire - Your ref 468071

Hello,

Further to this email, LCC Archaeology signposted me to an old map (see below), which they regularly use, dated from 1786. This shows the area
(circled roughly in yellow) comprising of marsh land, rather than woodland. This is consistent with the area being used to form a reservoir for the
canal as mentioned in my last email.

Our Inspector is currently preparing her Main Inspectors Questions, we have raised the issue with her as this allocation is one of the larger sites in
the Hyndburn Local Plan and it would be very useful to expediently find out why this site was designated as ancient woodland and your thoughts

on it appearing to be a plantation on marshland created in the 19th c.
I apologise if | have not contacted the right department but if you could forward it on to the right person | would be very grateful.
Best wishes,

Vikki van Sylvan MTCP MRTPI (She/her)
Planning Policy Consultant

Hyndburn Borough Council

Scaitcliffe House

Ormerod Street

Accrington

BB5 OPF

01254 380174 Ext.2174
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L

Mapmaker: Yates, William, 1738-1802 ; Billinge, Thomas
Title: Centre south east sheet - The county Palatine of Lancaster
Date: 1786.

From: Vikki Van Sylvan

Sent: 30 June 2025 10:56

To: 'Nicholas.Armstrong@naturalengland.org.uk' <Nicholas.Armstrong@naturalengland.org.uk>

Cc: 'consultations@naturalengland.org.uk' <consultations@naturalengland.org.uk>; Thomas Jackson <Thomas.Jackson@hyndburnbc.gov.uk>
Subject: Land east of Cut Land Rishton, Hyndburn, Lancashire - Your ref 468071

Good morning,

Hyndburn has submitted its Local Plan for examination and is expecting hearings to take place in September. Natural England have previously
been consulted through various iterations of the Local Plan but have not made any site specific objections (468071 attached).

Through the publication of the draft Lancashire LNRS it has come to light that land which bounds the access road for one of our larger sites (H20
land to the northeast of Cut Lane) has been identified as Ancient Woodland, the site is a park known as Cutwood Park, Rishton. We can see this
on the Natural England County layer but it does not appear on the ‘England’ layer. The fact that there are two contradictory maps is unhelpful
but we understand now that the County map takes precedence.

This designation has the potential to sterilise the site as some trees would need to be removed from the park land to create a new access. We
were wondering if you could let us know why this land has been designated as ancient woodland and when the designation was made? | assume
that it has recently been designated but can’t find an older layer to confirm this.

We have looked back at old maps and the oldest one (1844) shows the woodland as a broadleaf “reservoir plantation”, potentially to accompany
the reservoir which was built as part of the Leeds Liverpool canal in 1828, if this were to be the case then we are unsure if it would meet the
1600’s date to be counted as ancient woodland. The Woodland Trust’s Ancient Tree Inventory shows 3 ‘notable’ trees but no ancient ones.

Any information that you could provide regarding this designation would be greatly received. The Inspector is currently preparing her Main
Inspector’s Questions (MIQs) and has today been made aware of this issue so your expedient response would be much appreciated.
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Kind regards,

Vikki van Sylvan MTCP MRTPI (She/her)
Planning Policy Consultant

Hyndburn Borough Council

Scaitcliffe House

Ormerod Street

Accrington

BB5 OPF

01254 380174 Ext.2174

Please note my working days are Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursday AM

This Email, and any attachments, may contain Protected or Restricted information and is intended solely for the individual to whom it is
addressed. It may contain sensitive or protectively marked material and should be handled accordingly. If this Email has been
misdirected, please notify the author immediately. If you are not the intended recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or
rely on any of the information contained in it or attached, and all copies must be deleted immediately. Whilst we take reasonable steps to
try to identify any software viruses, any attachments to this Email may nevertheless contain viruses which our anti-virus software has
failed to identify. You should therefore carry out your own anti-virus checks before opening any documents. Hyndburn Borough Council
will not accept any liability for damage caused by computer viruses emanating from any attachment or other document supplied with this
e-mail.

This message has been sent using TLS 1.2 Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) This email and any attachments
is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its
contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for
known viruses whilst within Defra systems we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Defra's
computer systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.

This Email, and any attachments, may contain Protected or Restricted information and is intended solely for the individual to whom it is
addressed. It may contain sensitive or protectively marked material and should be handled accordingly. If this Email has been
misdirected, please notify the author immediately. If you are not the intended recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or
rely on any of the information contained in it or attached, and all copies must be deleted immediately. Whilst we take reasonable steps to
try to identify any software viruses, any attachments to this Email may nevertheless contain viruses which our anti-virus software has
failed to identify. You should therefore carry out your own anti-virus checks before opening any documents. Hyndburn Borough Council
will not accept any liability for damage caused by computer viruses emanating from any attachment or other document supplied with this
e-mail.

This message has been sent using TLS 1.2 This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received
it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst
this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England systems, we can
accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be monitored and/or recorded to
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.






